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election in Buckinghamshire, for Disraeli returned to Braden-
ham in order to help the Conservative candidate. At Aylesbury,
owing to the strain of over-work and the exertion of making
speeches he had a slight fit. They took him back to Bradenham
and here, enfeebled by illness, he made at least a partial con-
fession about his debts to Isaac, who came to the rescue, but
also improved the occasion with wise saws. D'Orsay rejoiced
over this step, and who can wonder, for a solvent friend greatly
exceeds in charm one who is insolvent.

Somehow or another in the midst of all his troubles, financial
and political, Disraeli finished Fenetia^ the novel dedicated to
Lord Lyndhurst It is inspired by Byron and Shelley, Bryon
being dramatised as Cadurcis and Shelley as Marmion Herbert.
It seems a little unfortunate to have christened the Shelley
character with a name out of Sir Walter Scott's well-known
what-ho-without-there, boot-and-saddle romance in verse, for
Scott and Shelley could never really have enjoyed one another's
society. Much local colour was derived from Tita, who had
been Byron's servant and saw him die, that Tita who served
Disraeli during the voyage of the Susan and now lived, a pen-
sioner, at Bradenham. Venetia herself is a delightful study of
girlhood. This novel, like Henrietta Temple, had no political
background of any sort, but unlike Henrietta Temple it appealed
more to the critical few than to the uninstructed many.

The hour was now almost at hand when Disraeli would realise
his dream and enter Parliament. He left Bradenham for Lon-
don in May, and plunged into the thick of social and political
activities. He met many men of great importance and took a
leading part in the election of Sir Francis Burdett, for West-
minster. But bye-elections ceased to count very much because
of far more important events close at hand.

King William IV was dying, "dying like an old lion," as
Disraeli put it He told his doctors on June i8th, 1837, the
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo : "Only let me live
through this glorious day." He did live through it, and died on
the night of June the 196,

That was the spirit in which the sailor king might have been
expected to die. The third son of George III, he had entered the
Royal Navy and taken part in the Battle of Cape St Vincent
under Sir John Jervis and Nelson (1780). He became heir to
the throne on the death of the Duke of York in 1827, and
succeeded George IV in 1830, During William IV's brief
reign many historic events took place; the passing of the Reform